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Village of Oak Creek may    

establish special improve-

ment district          

By Janis Mock-Jones, VOC 

resident  

Sedona, AZ -The effort to 

form a special improve-

ment district (SID) to pay 

for the maintenance of 

almost $1M in grant 

funded enhancements 

along SR 179 is underway 

in the Village of Oak 

Creek/Big Park area.  

Current estimates show a 

residential property with a 

full cash value of 

$500,000 per the county 

property tax statement 

would pay less than $30 per year. The formation of a 

SID requires signatures of 51% of property owners; 

however, Yavapai County prefers to see approval by 

60% of property owners before moving forward and 

adding an ad valorem tax. Go to page 4 

 

 

 

photo/artistic enhancement by 

Reagan Word 

The Village's Special Im-

provement District (S.I.D.) 

will bring this kind of in-

viting "look" and other 

friendly amenities 

(walkway lighting, resting 

benches, bike racks, and 

more) to SR179, our Vil-

lage "Main Street."  

Stem-cell advance opens up field 

With a new technique's lower cost and scrubbed-up ethics, more 

labs are likely to enter the arena. 

By Peter N. Spotts | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor 

Colonies of tiny cells flourishing in petri 

dishes in the US and Japan are reshaping the 

political and ethical landscape surrounding 

human stem-cell research.  

 

In the process, these diminutive colonies also 

may level the playing field in stem-cell re-

search ï internationally and domestically.  

These are some of the effects analysts say 

they see coming out of this week's announce-

ments that two teams have genetically repro-

grammed skin cells so that they take on the 

traits of embryonic stem cells.  

 

Embryonic stem cells are the subject of in-

tense medical interest because of their ability 

to develop into any of the major cell types in 

the human body. Over the long term, these 

stem cells could become the foundation for 

therapies for a range of diseases, scientists 

say. This week's announcement suggests it will be possible for scientists to 

study these cells without the ethical and political difficulties of harvesting 

them from unused human embryos.  

 

For the emerging field of stem-cell research, "this is enormous," says Jesse 

Reynolds, a policy analyst at the liberal Center for Genetics and Society, 

based in Oakland, Calif. "I can't think of another development "that has been 

this big,"  

 

"This is a paradigm shift," agrees Rev. Tad Pacholczyk, director of educa-

tion at the National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. "This will 

have a huge impact on the ethical debate."  Go to page 3 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

James Thompson says today's 

embryonic stem-cell research is 

still vital. University of Wisconsin-

Madison, Jeff Miller. 

Tlaquepaque Festival of Lights on December 8  
   
Sedona, AZ - Enjoy one of Sedona's oldest holiday traditions of music and festivities 

including the amazing lighting of 6,000 luminarias at Tlaquepaque's 34th Annual Festival 

of Lights on Saturday, December 8th from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

 

This event, which is patterned after the 17th Century La Posada - a folk tradition of Old 

Mexico, will warm hearts and brighten this holiday season. Plan on spending the after-

noon and evening at Tlaquepaque selecting holiday gifts while wandering through the 

festive courtyards listening to holiday music and carolers. 

 

The shop owners at Tlaquepaque will pass out chime candles just prior to 5 p.m. and 

when the Chapel bell tolls, visitors are encouraged to light the luminarias, creating a dramatic sight at Tlaquepaque. In preparation 

for this incredible evening, the Soroptomists of Sedona will help fill and place the 6,000 luminarias around the entire property.  

 Go to page 2 
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Continued...Tlaquepaque Festival of Lights on Dec 8th 

 

Returning again this year to the Festival is the critically acclaimed River of 

Life Tabernacle Choir from Phoenix. This group of more than 100 young 

singers and musicians from diverse backgrounds will be singing in the Plaza de 

la Fuente from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The choir's enthusiastic style of praise has 

made them the event's favorite for the past 10 years. The choir has had incredi-

ble exposure over the years playing for Senator John McCain as well as per-

forming with the Judds and Reba McEntire.  Patio del Norte will have spe-

cially designated luminarias honoring cancer survivors, victims and families. 

The public can purchase and personalize a luminaria for $10 in honor of a 

loved one. All proceeds go to the American Cancer Society for cancer re-

search. These luminarias can be purchased prior to the event on-line at 

www.tlaq.com. Each bag with its touching message will be on view the entire 

day at Tlaquepaque.    A full slate of other entertainmen and carolers will per-

form in the plazas and courtyards of Tlaquepaque.  Santa Claus will make a special guest appearance from 3 to 5:30 p.m. in 

Patio del Norte where he will be checking to see who has been naughty or nice. Shoppers and visitors can sip on complimentary 

hot cider while they watch the manger with the live nativity scene in Plaza de la Fuente. Also dancing their way throughout 

Tlaquepaque will be the Red Rockin' Grannies, Sedona's own high-stepping ladies. Ranging in age from 55 to 83, this energetic 

group brings to the Festival some spirited holiday numbers starting at 3:30 p.m.  The lead soloists from the River of Life Taber-

nacle Choir, Ron Tolson and Brian Pace will perform in the Chapel and charm listeners with their beautiful sacred hymns from 

3 to 4 p.m. Local Sedona favorite Jim Buchanan will perform on the piano from 4 to 5:30 p.m. under the stunning mural in the 

Tlaquepaque Chapel.  From 6 to 8 p.m. Dos Geckos, a guitar and violinist duo, will liven the Chapel festivities with a sampling 

of their favorite Christmas music, which will include an array of both traditional and popular songs. The acoustic sounds of these 

strings performed in the intimate setting of the Chapel will be most spectacular.   Jazz à la mode, a group founded by Frankie 

and Rosemary Chavez, may be new arrivals to the Sedona music scene but bring years of professional experience. An accom-

plished drummer and vocalist, the duo recently released a CD together called Sweet Jazz à la mode. They are set to perform in 

Patio del Norte from 5:30 to 8 p.m.   

 

Acoustic guitarist 

Patrick Ki and 

Nuevo flamenco 

artist Eric Miller 

will intrigue audi-

ences in the Patio 

Las Campanas from 

5 to 8 p.m. Listen-

ers will enjoy an 

intriguing blend of 

smooth Latin favor-

ites and popular 

holiday songs by 

this Hawaiian 

acoustic guitarist, 

and hear compositions from the new album Quiet Nights, Ki 's latest CD.  Red Rock Appella, the Sedona/Northern Arizona 

women's a cappella barbershop harmony chorus will be singing from 4 to 4:30 p.m. at the Patio Las Campanas and again at Plaza 

de la Fuente from 5 to 5:30 p.m.  Harmony on the Rocks, a Sedona based men's barbershop quartet, will be sharing their vocal 

talents by performing a variety of holiday music a cappella from 4:30 to 5 p.m. at Plaza de la Fuente and again in Portal Lane 

from 5:30 to 6 p.m.  Sedona Heat Wave, a group comprised of four voices from Sedona's Red Rock Appella chorus, will per-

form from 3:30 to 4 p.m. in Portal Lane and then in the Patio Las Campanas from 4:30 to 5 p.m.  The wonderful sounds of the 

Canyon Singers can be heard from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in Portal Lane.    Tlaquepaque is extending the Luminarias activities by 

adding a special concert featuring Pace and Tolson of the River of Life Tabernacle Choir. They will be playing piano and singing 

classical hymns and holiday music in the Tlaquepaque Chapel on Friday, December 7 from 3 to 7 p.m.  The restaurants at 

Tlaquepaque ï Secret Garden Cafe, Oak Creek Brewery and Grill, Rene, and El Rincon Mexican Restaurant ï will be serving 

throughout the weekend and reservations are highly recommended. All of the shops and galleries will be open until 8 p.m. on 

Saturday evening.  Sedona Trolley will provide free shuttle service every 15 minutes from 3 to 8 p.m. with pick-up and drop-off 

in the Uptown Municipal Parking Lot at Apple and Jordan, one block from Highway 89A.  For updates on activities and times, 

please call Tlaquepaque at (928) 282-4838. For more information, please visit www.tlaq.com.  #### 

Scheduled Events (PM) 3:00 3:30 4:00 4:30 5:00 5:30 6:00 6:30 7:00 7:30 

River of Life Tabernacle Choir at Plaza del 

Fuente 
                    

Santa Claus in the Patio del Norte                     

Soloist Ron Tolson and Brian Pace in the Chapel                     

Pianist Jim Buchanan in the Chapel                     

Guitar and violin duo Dos Geckos in the Chapel                     

Jazz drummer and vocalist in Patio del Norte                     

Red Rockin's Grannies at the Plaza del Fuente                     

Red Rock Appella women's a cappella                     

Harmony on the Rocks men's a cappella                     

Sedona Heat Wave - woman's a cappella                     

Patick Ki and Friends Patio Las Campanas                     

Canyon Singers in Portal Lane                     
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